
 

 



 



Request for Name Change 
 

of “Comparative Literature” to “Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies” 
 
 

SECTION I: The Request 
 
This is a request to change the name applied to all courses offered and degrees given within the 
“Comparative Literature” section, housed within the Department of Languages and Literature. 
“Comparative Literature” would change to “Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies.” The 
prefix applied to courses in the Schedule of Courses would change from “C Lit” to “CLCS.” 
This name change applies would affect the major, minor, MA, and PhD granted under the current 
title “Comparative Literature.” 
 
 
SECTION II: Need 
 
The new title, “Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies,” will better reflect the true nature of 
our courses and degrees, which in recent years have shifted from a focus primarily on the study 
of literature to the study of culture in all its contexts; our section now includes courses in 
religious studies, linguistics, film studies, cultural history, as well as traditional literature 
courses. Moreover, our courses have shifted from exclusive study of printed literature to include 
music, film, the visual arts, speech, religious texts, and cultural artifacts. Therefore, 
“Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies’ will better reflect our true mission and our course 
content. 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
This name change will have no financial impact on the Department of Languages and Literature, 
within which Comparative Literature is housed. There will be no negative impact on 
administrative structures, faculty, physical facilities or equipment. However, there will be a 
resulting positive impact on our national reputation. In the last decade, the term “Comparative 
Literature” has been rejected by many theorists, and the most innovative programs and 
departments have changed their names in response to a shift in approach to this field of study. 
The name change will more correctly reflect our recent curricular innovations and will position 
the section among the most innovative programs in Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies 
across the country. It will also better advertise our approach to the topic, sending the message to 
the University of Utah students that our classes offer the best place to study global culture on 
campus. 
 
SECTION IV: Finances 
 
There are no costs associated with this change. Advertising and informational materials are 
usually reworked every year and will simply be changed when we rework all such materials 
before the beginning of the school year. 
 



 







 



 


