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Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
University of Utah 

Department of Radiology and Imaging Sciences 
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Section I: Request 
 
The Department of Radiology is requesting to change the name from the “Department of Radiology” to the 
new name “Department of Radiology and Imaging Sciences”.   
 
 
 

Section II: Need 
 
The request to change the name of the Department is in keeping with our traditional recognition as the 
“Department of Radiology” and in introducing clear representation of our academic excellence. 
 
 
 

Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
The addition of “Imaging Sciences” better represents what we do clinically as well as more clearly 
represents our strengths and efforts in academic medicine. 
 
As far as the name change it will not affect any administrative structure, faculty, staff or physical facilities.   
 
 
 

Section IV: Finances 
 
The name change will have no financial effect on the Department at this time.   
 
 



 

 
             

 
 Satoshi Minoshima, MD, PhD 

Professor and Chair 
   

University of Utah Hospitals & Clinics   30 North 1900 East #1A71   Salt Lake City, Utah 84132-2140 
(801) 581-8699   FAX (801) 581-2414 

Email: sminoshima@hsc.utah.edu 

   
 
April 20, 2015 
 
Vivian S. Lee, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A.  
Senior Vice President for Health Sciences  
Dean, School of Medicine  
CEO, University of Utah Health Care  
175 N Medical Dr. East  
Salt Lake City, UT 84132 
 
RE:   Propose name change for the Department of Radiology  
 
Dear Dean Lee: 
 
 This letter is to formally request a name change for the Department of Radiology at the 
University of Utah.   It is proposed that the name of “Department of Radiology” be changed to 
“Department of Radiology and Imaging Sciences”.   
 
 The Department of Radiology held an electronic vote on April 14, 2015.  Voting results:  of 20 
eligible tenured faculty members, 16 approval; 0 disapproval; 1 abstention; and 3 absent. 
 
 The motivation for this name change is to represent better who we are and what we do as a 
department.  The name 'Radiology' stemmed from the use of ionizing radiation (x-ray and high-
energy radiation) that was discovered more than 100 years ago.  The field of radiology has evolved 
significantly, and we now routinely use imaging methods that use non-ionizing radiation, such as 
electromagnetic field and sound wave for clinical and research work.  These efforts are better 
represented under the terms 'Imaging' and 'Imaging Sciences'.   
 
 Reflecting the field of rapidly advancing sciences, our department receives approximately 
$5M of NIH funding each year.  These funds are solely devoted to advance Imaging Sciences.  We 
are currently ranked at 20th in the US.  If we calculated NIH funding per faculty member, our 
department would be ranked within the top 10 departments in the US.  Our research projects 
employ multi-modal imaging methods such as magnetic resonance imaging, ultrasound, computed 
tomography, and positron emission tomography.  They are applied in clinical and pre-clinical 
research.  The new name 'Radiology and Imaging Sciences' clearly represent better our strengths 
and efforts in academic medicine. 
 



 

 We would like to avoid the perception that we are setting academic turf through our 
department name change.  In addition to our own departmental federal funding in imaging 
sciences, we collaborate even more extensively with investigators throughout the university who 
are interested in imaging research.  We provide our expertise and imaging resources to all, while 
learning from investigators who have unique preclinical or clinical imaging technologies and helping 
them translate such technologies to potential clinical applications through our experience in 
imaging sciences R&D and clinical practice.  Again, the new name 'Department of Radiology and 
Imaging Sciences' nicely encompasses our continuing efforts in the field of Radiology and Imaging 
Sciences and increases recognition of our department's efforts nationally and internationally. 
 
 Other major academic radiology programs are making similar department name changes.  
For example, radiology departments at the National Institutes of Health, Emory University, and 
Indiana University have now adapted the new name "Department of Radiology and Imaging 
Sciences."  Our ophthalmology at the University of Utah took the same approach to their name 
including 'Visual Sciences' in their department name (Department of Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences). 
 
 In summary, we believe this name change keeps our traditional recognition of “Radiology”, 
yet introduces a clear representation of our academic strengths through our new name.  The 
overwhelming approval by our tenured faculty members is a clear indication that this new name 
well represents the current and future efforts of our department. 
 
 I would appreciate your support for the name change in advance.  Please let me know if you 
have any questions about this request. 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
         

 
        Satoshi Minoshima, MD, PhD 
        Professor and Chairman 
        Department of Radiology 
        University of Utah 


