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Section I: Request 

 
The Program in Personalized Health Care’s Educational Advisory Committee, which consists of leaders 
from the University of Utah Health Sciences Departments, requests to utilize the exceptional resources of 
the University of Utah to establish a Graduate Certificate of Personalized Health Care for current graduate 
and post-baccalaureate professional students at the University of Utah. To shape the educational 
requirements, the Certificate will leverage graduate courses among several University of Utah Health 
Sciences Programs that enhance the understanding and practice of personalized health care. 
  

Section II: Need 
 
With the completion of the Human Genome Project and growth of gene-based technologies and 
discoveries, personalized health care −the tailoring of diagnosis and treatment to the unique characteristics 
of each individual− has grown in importance. To prepare current graduate and professional students for the 
future of clinical care and research in personalized health care, it is essential for the University to provide 
training specific to personalized health care. This certificate will be among the first of its kind in the nation, 
setting a precedent for such programs and further establishing the University of Utah as a leader in 
personalized health care.      
 
There is some overlap with the Certificate Program in Genome Sciences and the ‘Research Track’ of the 
Graduate Certificate in Personalized Health Care. However, the ‘Research Track’ of our Certificate 
emphasizes more translational aspect of the field (i.e. a focus on research and development that will lead to 
personalized clinical care). The ‘Clinical Track’ is a unique combination of courses to this Certificate.   
 

Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
In addition to the currently offered ‘Foundations of Personalized Health Care’ course, we plan to develop a 
one credit capstone course to for Certificate students to take once they have fulfilled the other criteria for 
the Certificate. This will involve the students writing a paper aggregating and synthesizing what they 
learned throughout the Certificate and how it applies to their future careers. Outside of these courses, the 
Certificate will use a curriculum of established graduate courses among several University of Utah Health 
Sciences Programs and Departments including (but not limited to) Human Genetics, Pharmacy, Biomedical 
Informatics, Clinical Research Center, and Family and Preventive Medicine. As such, outside of additional 
enrollment in included courses, the additional demand to the Program in Personalized Health care and 
participating Departments will be minimal and have the support of Department Chairs and/or Deans (see 
Letters of Support).  
 
The Certificate will be housed in and supported by the Center for Clinical and Translational Sciences 
(CCTS) and administered by the Program in Personalized Health Care and its Education Advisory 
Committee. The Program in Personalized Health Care has appointed an Education Director, Dr. Joshua 
Schiffman, who is tasked with overseeing the Certificate Program and serves as the Chair of the 
Personalized Health Care Education Advisory Committee. The Education Advisory Committee serves as 
the admission board, reviews proposed changes to the Certificate program, and directs the Educations 
Director in his efforts. The Education Director will be assisted by a Certificate Program Manager provided 
by the CCTS (see Letter of Support- McClain). 



 
Section IV: Finances 

 
We do not anticipate any major financial impacts. We do anticipate an increase in revenue for participating 
Departments as Certificate students will be participating in already established courses in the respective 
Departments. This Certificate will not require additional FTE by the CCTS or the Program in Personalized 
Health Care.  


